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Measuring global opinion on the Griner-Bout swap
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On December 9th, professional US basketball player Brittney Griner returned home as part of a high-profile
prisoner swap between the United States and Russia. Griner had been arrested at Russia’s Sheremetyevo airport
due to the presence of cannabis oil in her luggage and was sentenced to 9 years in prison on August 4th. In
exchange for the release of Griner and Paul Whelan, another American imprisoned in Russia, the Biden
administration offered Viktor Bout, an arms trafficker serving 25 years in a US prison. On December 8th, it was
announced that the US and Russia had agreed to a one-to-one swap: Griner for Bout.

Insights
Who was the swap better for?
The exchange was not as high-profile abroad as it was in the US.

40% of US Contributors felt the swap was better for Russia and
reflected poorly on US foreign policy making, whereas non-US United States &8
contributors felt it was good for both countries, with little or
slightly positive effect on perceptions of US foreign policy making.
° Most Contributors believe the US and Russia should engage on Ukraine  CLPIRS | 29%
other topics despite disagreements over Ukraine. In Ukraine,
Contributors were split at 41% no, 31% yes, and 28% unsure.
e  When asked whether the US or Russia would uphold their end of an Kazakhstan
agreement with the other, levels of trust varied by country. 67% of
Ukrainians would trust the US government to uphold its side of an

26%

35%

agreement with Russia, a view held by just 49% of US Western Europe  REPXZES 0222 29%
Contributors. Western Europe’s trust in the US polled at 38%, and
Kazakhstan at 26%. Meanwhile, trust in the Russian government 0% 25% 50% 75%  100%
polled at 14% in the US, 9% in Ukraine, 26% in Western Europe, i Therewap was betterfor the United States
o/ i @ The swap was better for Russia

and 48% in Kazakhstan. @ The swap was good for both countries

@ The swap was not good for either country

Unsure
Methodology

Should the US and Russia engage on
issues outside of the Ukraine War? Premise collected sentiment data about the Griner-Bout prisoner

swap in a multinational survey, receiving 2,528 responses between
December 14th and 16th. The survey was launched in the United
States, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Western Europe, represented for
the purposes of this survey by Contributor networks in France and
Germany..

Premise in Action

Premise offers a unique ability to quickly source information from
real people on the ground in hard-to-reach places. Over five million
people in 138 countries are using the Premise app on their
smartphones, enabling our customers to monitor a situation over time
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0% 25% 50% 75%  100% and employ a data-driven approach to timely decision-making. To
learn more about Premise, watch our tech demo or get in touch with
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us.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/plane-believed-be-carrying-griner-lands-us-ap-2022-12-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-ex-marine-whelan-still-russian-custody-swap-talks-continue-lawyer-cited-by-2022-12-08/

